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Introduction 
In this chapter sixteen of the book of Acts, the apostle Paul and Silas were in Philippi, in 
Macedonia, where they were badly treated because they preached the glorious gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Because the crowd did not like their message, they attacked them, and the magistrates or 
judges rent their clothes off, and commanded to beat them. Having beaten Paul and Silas, they 
cast them into prison, and chained them and clamped their feet in the stocks. What happens next 
is an beautiful story of the conversion the Philippian jailer, the keeper of the prison. 

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners 
heard them. 26: And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. 27: 
And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew 
out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 28: But 
Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29: Then he 
called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 30: 
And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31: And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 32: And they spake unto him 
the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 33: And he took them the same hour of 
the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 34: And when 
he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God 
with all his house.

While in prison, mistreated and beaten and bruised and their feet secured in the stocks, Paul and 
Silas, instead of griping and complaining, they prayed and sang praises unto God. Then at 
midnight there was a great earthquake, which caused all the prison doors to be opened, and all 
the chains that held the prisoners were suddenly loosed. The Philippian jailer, waking up and 
thinking the prisoners had escaped—rather than face execution and shame, drew out his sword 
would kill himself. 

And when Paul saw that the Philippian jailer would kill himself, he cried out with a loud voice, 
saying: “Do thyself no harm, don’t kill yourself, for we are all here.” So, this Philippian jailer 
came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas; and cried saying, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” And they answered him, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house.”



What a story! Who says the Bible is boring? And that’s the background of the message 
today, “What is Saving Faith?” What must a man, a woman, a boy or a girl do to be saved? 
What must  a person do to be delivered from sin, death, and hell? That’s what I invite you to 
consider with me this morning. Let’s look at Paul and Silas life and death conversation with the 
Philippian jailer in three headings, namely, the Burning Question, the Biblical Answer, and 
the Blessed Result.

I - The Burning Question 
What must I do to be saved? Here is a life and death question. There is none more important 
question than this. It is absolutely vital that we know the Biblical answer to this question, 
because if we answer this question incorrectly, we will end up in a place “where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:44, 46, 48). By the way, these are the very words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ Himself as He describes hell. And then worse, if we answer the question of 
salvation incorrectly, we will face the danger of leading others, including our own children, 
down the road of destruction. 

This is a burning question. It is a question that we cannot afford to ignore and be 
indifferent with. This should be the number one priority question that everyone should have, 
and may we not rest until we know and obey God’s answer to this question?

If this question has eternal consequences, why are there so many people not asking, “what must I 
do to be saved?” The answer is found in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, where we read, “But if our gospel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them.” 

Satan, the great enemy of our souls blinds the minds of the unsaved people so that they will not 
see their sin and the seriousness of their lost condition. He also blinds them from God’s remedy 
for their sins and its consequences. But I have good news for you, God is able to overcome this 
blindness with the light of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, and that is exactly what He did for 
the Philippian jailer. 

II – The Biblical Answer 
The biblical answer to the burning question—What must I do to be saved? As I have said, there 
is no more important question than this. And I am glad that the Bible gives us a simple and direct 
answer to this very important question. The Bible’s answer to this crucial question is in Acts 
16:31, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 

1. The Specific Command 
What is the central duty commanded? Believe! They commanded him to believe. They said to 
the trembling Philippian jailer, “if you want to be saved, you must believe, and you must believe 
here and now.” They told him, he must put all his trust and confidence in another. If he wants to 



be delivered from sin, death, and hell, he must rely upon, trust in, place his confidence in 
another. The command to believe is consistent with our Lord Jesus’ teaching when He walked on 
earth. This is what our Lord Jesus said to those who asked Him, “What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God? Our Lord answered and said unto them, “This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” John 6:28-29

Salvation is through faith and faith alone. This is the clear teaching in the Scripture. 
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: 9: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

2 Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Please notice that in their answer to the question of salvation, there is no mention of keeping the 
Ten Commandments, no mention of good deeds or good works, no mention of any sacraments or 
ordinances, no mention of reforming one’s life, no mention of many other things. At this point 
there is no mention of baptism, no mention of the Lord’s Supper, and no mention of joining a 
local church, as important as these are. What they told him was, believe! The specific command 
is—Believe! The Bible’s answer to the question, what must I do to be saved is—Believe! 

2. The Sole (Exclusive) Object 
Now, the question is what are we to believe in order to be saved? What is the object of saving 
faith? What is the object of faith that saves? Paul and Silas declare the exclusive object of faith, 
which results in salvation, in three words: “the Lord Jesus Christ.” The object of faith that 
brings salvation is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and 
have taught you publickly, and from house to house, 21: Testifying both to the Jews, and also to 
the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Salvation is in a Person. It is believing in and on the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us examine each of 
these terms.  
Acts 16:31 Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

“Lord” 
Jesus Christ is Lord! 
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.



John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2: 
The same was in the beginning with God. 

The word “Lord” is a title for Jesus Christ that speaks of His Deity. When we call Jesus “Lord,” 
we acknowledge that He is God the Son. In other words, we acknowledge Him as the Almighty 
God. 

Must a person believe in the deity of Jesus Christ to be saved? The Lord Jesus Himself thought 
so, for He told the Pharisees in John 8:24 “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: 
for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” In the original this verse is read like 
this, “if you believe not that I AM, ye shall die in your sins.” Jesus told the Pharisees that they 
must believe in Christ as the “I AM” or they would die in their sins. They would have clearly 
understood the term “I AM” as a name for God (Exodus 3:14). 

Again, must a person believe in the deity of Jesus Christ to be saved? Listen to what the great 
apostle Paul says, in Romans 10:9, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus [Jesus as Lord], and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.” 

“Jesus” 
This word means “Jehovah is salvation” or “Jehovah saves.” Jesus was given this name for a 
reason. He was given this name because that is His purpose in coming to earth—to save His 
people form their sins.
Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins.

1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.

Jesus Christ’s purpose in coming to earth was to provide salvation. How did He do this? 
Matthew 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many. 

He provided salvation by giving His life for sinners like you and me. He suffered and died for 
lost and guilty sinners. The death He died was substitutionary. He died in our place.  

What a name, the name of Jesus! 

“Christ” 
The word “Christ” means “Messiah,” or the “Anointed One.” As practiced in the Old 
Testament among God’s people, those designated to the ministry or office of Prophet, Priest or 
King are anointed with oil. Jesus Christ is the anointed Prophet, Priest and King. Jesus Christ is 



our Prophet (Luke 24:19) to teach us, our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14) to intercede for us, and 
our King (Revelation 19:16) to rule over us.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the promised Redeemer which the Jewish people had anticipated for 
thousands of years. Do you believe that Jesus is God in human form who came as the Messiah? 

What does it mean to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Notice Paul and Silas’ answer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” It does not say, 
“believe about” but “believe on” the Lord Jesus Christ. There is a big difference between 
believing about Christ and believing on Him. You can believe facts about Jesus Christ such as 
that He is the Virgin-born Son of God, that He lived a sinless life, that He died on the cross, that 
He rose from the grave, that He is coming again—you can believe all these things and still end 
up in hell. It is not enough to believe something about Christ; it is not enough to believe about 
Christ mentally or intellectually, you must believe on and in the Lord Jesus Christ alone. You 
must trust, commit, rely upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  To believe in Christ is stop trusting in self, 
in your good works, in your keeping of the Ten Commandments, in your church membership, 
your baptism, your confirmation, in rituals and ceremonies and you trust only in Christ and His 
perfect sacrifice on the cross to save you from sin, death and hell. Do you have that kind of trust 
in Jesus Christ? Do you believe Jesus Christ is who the Bible says He is, and are you trusting 
Him as your one and only Saviour?

III – The Blessed Result 
Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.
What is the result of believing in Christ? The result of believing in Christ is: “thou shalt be 
saved.” You shall be saved, not maybe, not hopefully but you shall be saved. The moment you 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ you will immediately, completely, and permanently be saved 
from sin, death, and hell.

The Bible salvation is not a “hope-so” salvation but it is a “know-so” salvation!  Do not be 
satisfied with a “hope-so” salvation! God says in His Word that you can KNOW for sure while 
living on earth that you have eternal life!
1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the 
Son of God.

This is the promise of God—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved! But you 
will never be saved until you believe entirely and exclusively on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Likewise, your believing is worthless and powerless unless it is upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But believing on the Lord Jesus Christ you shall immediately, completely, and eternally 
be saved—saved from the guilt of sin, save from the penalty of sin, saved from bondage of 
sin. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)



He breaks the power of cancelled sin 
He sets the prisoner free! 

Here is the blessed result, if you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, thou shalt be saved! 

Closing Thoughts 
Acts 16:30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31: And they 
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 
After this, Paul and Silas, in verses 32 to 34 we are told that they continued to speak the word of 
the Lord to the Philippian jailer and to all that were in his house. When they finished their study, 
the jailer and all his family believed the same hour of the night. The Philippian jailer and his 
family did not put it off, they believed on the Lord Jesus Christ right there and then.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” This offer of 
salvation does not apply to the keeper of the prison and his family alone, it does not apply to a 
select few privileged group of people. The offer is open to all mankind. You may be a secret 
sinner or an open sinner, you may be religious or irreligious, you may be educated or 
uneducated, you may be a church or unchurched person, regardless of who you are, you need to 
be saved, you need a Saviour. Don’t let Satan blind you from the truth of the gospel. Satan will 
do all in his power to keep you from believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Oh, do not pass up this offer of salvation! If you have never personally trusted the Lord Jesus 
Christ to save you from your sins, do it right now! Do not put this off for you may not have 
tomorrow. Our Heavenly Father is a merciful, a gracious and a powerful God and Saviour, 
but He will not and cannot save you until you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. So, come to 
Jesus and come to Him now! He is waiting. He will save you. Come to Jesus the Author and 
Finisher of our faith!

If you are already a believer in Jesus Christ, God has a mission for you. God is still at work. God 
is doing a work on earth right now. And the mission has not changed, and it will not change as 
long as the world exists. The mission is to be one of God’s messengers in the world. In Romans 
10:13, the Scripture says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” But how shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? 

This questions still stands—how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
Brothers and sisters in Christ, let’s get the message out—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved and thy house! 

We have heard the joyful sound: 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Spread the tidings all around: 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 



Bear the news to every land, 
Climb the steeps and cross the waves; 
Onward!—’tis our Lord’s command; 

Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

God  bless you as you obey His Word today! 

AMEN! 


